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CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 2864 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, ELAB, MY, SN 

SUBJECT: MALAYSIAN CRITICISM OF SINGAPORE 

REF: SINGAPORE 1581 

1 . AS IN SINGAPORE, THE ONLY ONE OF THE ISSUES 
RAISED IN THE APRIL 6 STRAITS TIMES EDITORIAL 
WHICH HAS RECEIVED MUCH PUBLICITY HERE IS THE 
SELANGOR GRADUATES' REPORT ON THE "PLIGHT" OF 
MALAYSIAN WORKERS IN SINGAPORE. THIS ISSUE WAS 
GIVEN MODERATE PRESS PLAY WHEN IT FIRST CAME 
OUT, BUT WAS NOT OVERPLAYED. WE THINK THE AT- 
TENTION IT DID RECEIVE WAS AS MUCH RELATED TO 
THE FACT THAT THE LOWER HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT WAS 
IN SESSION AS TO THE COMING ELECTIONS. 

2. INTERESTINGLY, THE OPPOSITION, CHINESE-BASED 
DEMOCRATIC ACTION PARTY (DAP) MADE AS MUCH OF 
THE MALAYSIAN WORKERS IN SINGAPORE ISSUE AS 
DID MALAY POLITICIANS. WHILE THE MAJORITY OF 
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THESE WORKERS MAY BE ETHNIC CHINESE AS THE DAP 
CLAIMED, MANY OF THEM ARE MALAYS AND BAITING 
SINGAPORE IS TRADITIONALLY A MALY POLITICAL 
TACTIC. ALSO, THE DAP, WHICH WAS ORIGINALLY 
FORMED AS A MALAYSIAN BRANCH OF THE SINGAPORE 
PEOPLES ACTION PARTY (PAP), DOES NOT NORMALLY 
TAKE SINGAPORE TO TASK. HOWEVER, THE DAP HAS 
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RECENTLY BEEN UNDER ATTACK BY A BREAKAWAY MP 
FOR ITS CLOSE TIES WITH SINGAPORE, AND MAY HAVE 
DECIDED THIS ISSUE COULD BE USED TO DISSOCIATE 
ITSELF FROM SINGAPORE AND AT THE SAME TIME 
DEMONSTRATE SOCIALIST WORKERS' SOLIDARITY. 

MILLER 
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